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Item for DIR/SCA Chiefs Mecting ~ 14~15 May 1968

PUERIO Status Report

Since tha capture of the USS PUEBIO on 23 January, NSA has been es—
pecially watchful for any reflections, or any reactions, from any sourcs,
which relate to that incident. There have been many, but the vast major-
ity have appearsd in world mess media,

Only days after tho incldent, we had compiled a thorough inventory
of the cryptologle documents and oquipment which were aboard the vesssl.,
Onr the basis of that invendory, cognizant clements of the Agency were
instructed to prepare Damage Assesswent statements, predicated on the
assuaption of total compramise. This task has been done, and the state-
ments are now being evalwated,

Of coursa, with a very few specific exceptions, gleaned from pub~
lished photographs, we are not certaln what was captwed intact or what
was able to be destroyed. We feal that we will nob learn more until the
De-Briefing Team has a chmnce to inberview the crew maubors -— partic~
ularly those of the SIGINT Detachnent. To that end, with the notabloe
collabaration of the Haval Security Group, we have a compebent SIGINT
and GOMSEC De~Briefing Team, rcady to procced on sheet notics to the

locale of the crew's release to U.S. authority.

Our SIGINT analysts have been on the alert for any tightening-up
of target country commmnicaticn procedures, which might be traceable
to that country's having learncd of our past succosses from capbuwred
docunents, Thus far, of the comminication anomalles observed, none
are considercd tracezble to the compromise of PUEBLO documenbs,
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We are presently roviewing the Operations Plan, developed by CINC-
PACFLT, for the de-brlefing of tho PUEBIO erew, and we hope to enswre
that our interests and preparations are in consonance with the provis-
ions of that Flan.

We are also in the procesgs of reviewlng the requirawnts for clas-
sified reference naterinls to boe held by ship-borne platforms.

To sum up, we are staying on top of developments, but it is obvious
to us all that the final chapter has yet to be written;y the final assess-
ment has yet to be made, We hope that it will be soon,
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